
 
 
 
Timely Tip for February Gardeners: 
 
Pruning is both an art and a necessary maintenance function.  Most trees and shrubs can be lightly 
pruned at any time, however, mid-winter is generally the best time for major pruning. 
 
Plants that flower in the spring produce their flower buds the previous growing season.  They 
should be pruned immediately after flowering.  Examples of these plants are Azalea, Carolina 
Jessamine and Wisteria. 
 
Summer flowering plants generally bloom on new growth so they can be pruned in mid-winter to 
early spring.  Examples are Crape Myrtle, Butterfly Bush, Spiraea and Honeysuckle.  Never top a 
Crape Myrtle.  Prune to remove seed heads, to thin out or to remove damaged branches or ones 
which are rubbing together. 
 
Shade trees, evergreen shrubs and groundcovers should be pruned in mid-winter.  Pruning paint is 
not necessary unless you are pruning Oak trees during the growing season. 
 
February is the best time for pruning most Roses.  Remove any old and diseased canes then cut 
remaining canes back by 50 percent.  Make your cuts above a bud that faces away from the center 
of the plant. Remove spent blooms on bush roses and you will get more flowers later in the 
season.  Prune climbing roses after they finish blooming in the spring. 
 
Trim back perennials and ornamental grasses before the new growth appears in spring.  Clean up 
around the plants and mulch well to protect them. 
 
Treat your special Valentine this year with fresh, living flowers.  The Rose can be enjoyed all 
year; cool season flowers such as Pansies, Primrose and Cyclamen can add a burst of color to 
your landscape, patio or garden 

 
Please join us for FREE in-store clinics.  Clinics begin at 10:15 
a.m. and are held at every store.  
 
Saturday, February 1:  Edibles: Fruits and Berries in the Landscape 
 
Saturday, February 8: Grow Astonishing Indoor Orchids 
 
Saturday, February 15: Earthkind Gardening Practices for Texas 
 
Saturday, February 22: ABC’s of Organic Gardening – What You Need to Know 
 
 


